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Recent Works on Medical and Cultural History of the Body

Jen-der Lee

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

The definitions of health and beauty and people’s practices to enhance
them vary in different societies. The awareness of this helps medical
historians to reconsider the boundaries between health and illness and to
evaluate body culture in different medical traditions. This article starts with
the review on the thirteen papers presented in the “Symposium on the
History of Health and Beauty” sponsored by the Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica, and goes on to introduce recent publications
on the study of body culture. It proposes that it is particularly useful for
historians to apply the category of “gender” and the concept of
“medicalization” in analyzing the issues concerning body culture in
medical traditions.

Key Words: health and beauty, body, history of medicine



