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A Preliminary Study on a Lost Book about Cosmic Board
Divination from the Fangmatan Bamboo Slips

Shaoxuan Cheng

Center for Research on Chinese Excavated Classics and Paleography, Fudan University

Some of the texts in Almanac (rishu HE) Type B from the Fangmatan bamboo slips
are related to a form of divination based on cosmic boards (shizhan F5). These texts
create a systemic and independent book which may be separated from A/manac Type B and
entitled 4 Cosmic Board Divination Book on the Chinese Twelve Tones (zhonglii shizhan
#1# 0 5). This work can be divided into three parts: the first part includes a series of
forms and explanations centering around cosmic board diagrams (shitu #\J&]); the second
part contains various divination interpretations (guaci ENgt and zhanci HiE¥); and the
third part includes explanations about divination methods. These sections are relatively
independent, and the order of the three can be rearranged at will. 4 Cosmic Board
Divination Book on the Chinese Twelve Tones is simpler than later works on cosmic board
divination and should be regarded as a transitional piece between early cosmic board
divination books and more mature works from the Han dynasty. The book is probably
related to Huangzhong (=4#) and three other ancient books about yin-yang and the five
elements (yinyang wuxing [2 % F7.1T) which are recorded in the Book of Han’s

bibliography section (hanshu yiwenzhi EEZGEK).

Keywords: Fangmatan bamboo slips, cosmic board divination, Chinese twelve tones,

Almanac, divination
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