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Verlag der Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 2010-), vols. 1-3. @ £7 & 3 474p i
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(1966) : 49-55 - # # 233 3 : Thomas T. Allsen, Culture And Conquest Mongol Eurasia,
Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp.
42-43,49-51.

SR 2 | P ROk T 7 = % L ! Bertold Spuler, Die Mongolen in Iran: Politik,
Verwaltung und Kultur der Illchanzeit 1220-1350 (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1985), pp. 123-127;
Ann K. Lambton, Continuity and Change in Medieval Persia: Aspects of Administrative,
Economic and Social History, 11™-14" Century (Albany: State University Plaza, 1988), pp. 335-
343; Denise Aigle, La Fars Sous la Domination Mongole: Politique et Fiscalité (XIII*-XIV® S.),
Studia Iranica. Cahier 31 (Paris: Association Pour L’Avancement des Etudes Iraniennes, 2005),
pp. 147-153; Valeria Fiorani Piacentini, “The Mercantile Empire of the Tibis: Economic
Predominance, Political Power, Military Subordination,” Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian
Studies: Papers from the thirty-seventh meeting of the Seminar for Arabian Studies held in
London, vol. 34, ed. Lloyd Weeks and St. John Simpson (Oxford: Archaeopress, 2004), pp. 251-
260; Ralph Kauz, “The Maritime Trade of Kish during the Mongol Period,” in Beyond the
Legacy of Genghis Khan, ed. Linda Komaroff (Leiden-Boston: Brill, 2006), pp. 51-67; Eric
Vallet, “Yemeni ‘Oceanic Policy’ at the end of the 13" Century,” Proceedings of the Seminar for
Arabian Studies, vol. 36, ed. Lloyd Weeks and St. John Simpson (Oxford: Archaeopress, 2007),
pp. 2892965 %G p - > (EVINFRERFEARDAL Y REFE —3# (T Kish FLof 4
BEEDoT) 0 (LEFESF) 57 (1976) 1 1-39° Aubin ¥y t=32 e % B
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d’Ormuz du XIII au XV siecle,” Journal Asiatique 1953: 77-137.

® Ann K. Lambton, “Mongol Fiscal Administration in Persia (Part I-II),” Studia Islamica 64
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Epigraphy, and History, ed. D. K. Kouymjian (Beirut, 1974), pp. 319-333; Ralph Kauz and
Roderich Ptak, “Hormuz in Yuan and Ming sources,” Bulletin de I'Ecole Francaise d'Extréme-
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EBERSE L FRAY R FRFE LG (RAFPDRATE) (222
A AL 1981) B E S (AraEdFE ) o (FLFL) 63 (1978) 1 61-69 ;
(Afdkehsa REBEFH N LRARE T s pE) 0 (AT ) 2.0 (1995) ¢ 4-
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Yasuhiro (= p 7 &1 ) , “Chinese and Muslim Diasporas and the India Ocean Trade Network
under Mongol Hegemony,” in The East Asian Mediterranean: Maritime Crossroads of Culture,
Commerce and Human Migration, ed. Angela Schottenhammer (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz
Verlag, 2008), pp. 73-97.
‘Abdallah ibn Fadlallah Sharaf al-Din Shirazi, Tarikh-i Vassaf (Tajziya al-amsar va tazjiya al-
a ‘sar), ed. Muhammad Mahdi Isfahani (Bombay, 1853; repr., Tehran: Ibn Sina, 1959-1960). %
* T 2 f§ i Vasgsaf/Bombay °
Sharaf al-Din ‘Abdollah b.‘Ezz al-Din Fadlollah Yazdi/Shirazi, Tajzivat al- ‘amsar va tazjivat al-
a ‘sar. (tarix-e vassaf) (Tehran: Chapkhana-yi Tilaya, 2009), Script 711/1312, Facsimile edition
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©

of the Fourth Volume from an Autograph Manuscript (Istanbul: Nuruosmaniye Library, MS. No.
3207). 3% & T % f§ § Vassaf/Nuruosmaniye °

10 Shihab al-Din ‘Abd Allah Sharaf Shirazi, Tarikh-i Wassaf al-Hadrat. Jeld-e Chaharom, ed. Dr.
‘All Riza Hajyan Najad (Tehran: Tehran University Press, 2009). & < 12t & i 5§33 & & »
T 2 f§ f Vassaf/Najad -
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3 Muhmmad ibn Abi al-Barakat Juhari Nayshabari, Javahir nama-yi nizami (8 €% 592 / 1195-
1196) , ed. Iraj Afshar (Tehran: Miras-i Maktiib, 2004), pp. 153-154; Yasuf ibn Ya‘qib Ibn al-
Mujawir, A Traveller in thirteenth-century Arabia: Ibn al-Mujawir's Tarikh al-mustabsir, trans.
Gerald Rex Smith (Hakluyt Society, Ashgate, 2008), p. 286. ‘,% FH A R o bt Bk
AR B3 FH L (Qatif) ~ 4 5 (Khark) &g #1487 eh— k5| & - ‘Abl al-Qasim
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al-‘Ma‘1, 2007), p. 84.
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15 Hamdallah Mustawfi Qazvini, “E. . W. Gibb Memorial,” in Nuzhat al-quliib, ed. Guy Le Strange
(Brill, Luzac & Co, 1919), vol. 23, p. 116.
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4 * > %% ¢ Mize va Kitabkhana-yi Malik, MS. No. 6181; £ 2 fi:k € B2 454) & > %L ¢
MS. Kitabkhana-yi Majlis-i Shiira-yi Islami, No. 14325; Aubin, “Les princes d’Ormuz du XIII au
XV siecle,” p. 131, Majma’ al-ansab / MS. Malik, f.89a.
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Durar al-kaminah fi a ‘van al-mi‘ah al-thaminah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Tlmiyah, 1997), vol. 1, pp. 59-60, No. 159. 2 % ‘Asqalani**- = 4 {1 2 -2 - {1 # T %
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Age@3e o Ibnal-'Imad & < 3¢ 445 &7 | @ X 3L 4E 51 P ‘Asqalani > ¥ vE F AF
# At o Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadarat al-dhahab fi akhbar man dhahab, ed. ‘Abd al-Qadir Aran‘Tt
(Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, 1986-1995), vol. 8, p. 26. ¢* ¢ » ¥ § & £ € IF—"’ Qutb
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‘Abbas (Beirut: Hay‘at Abli Zaby lil-Thagafah, wa al-Turath, 2007), vol. 2, pp. 1150-1151.
Khalil Ibn Aybak al-Safadi, 4 ‘yan al- ‘asr wa a ‘wan al-nasr, ed. ‘Al ‘Abii Zayd (Dimashq: Dar
al-Fikr bi-Dimashq, 1998), vol. 1, p. 119.
18 Abi ‘Abdullah b. Zakrriya al-Qazvini, Asar al-balad va akhbar al-‘abad, trans. Muhmmad
Murad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman, ed. Muhmmad Shahmuradi (Tehran: Tehran University Press, 1994),
vol. 2, p. 283.
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Aden: Khutba and Muslin Urban Networks in Later Thirteenth-Century India,” in Secondary
Cities & Urban Networking in the Indian Ocean Realm, c. 1400-1800, ed. Kenneth R. Hall (New
York: Lexington Books, 2008), p. 62, n. 23. @ % # 187 3 5 Firk R BT HREE LT (R
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LedRERE omATH (FEAT) (B 07 EFF 5 2009) 0 F 69 - FlA
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U Dhail mi ‘rat al-zaman, vol. 2, p. 1150.

2 Javahir nama-yi nizami, p. 168.

B Shadarat al-dhahab, vol. 8, p. 26; Aigle, La Fars Sous la Domination Mongole, p. 143.
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Background and Aftermath of Fakhr al-Din Tib1’s Voyage:
A Resurvey of the Interaction between the Ilkhanate and
the Yuan around 1298 AD

Yihao Qiu
Department of History, Fudan University

In 1298 AD, Ghazan khan, ruler of the Ilkhanate, dispatched Fakhr al-Din Ahmad
T1b1 as his ambassador to the Yuan Empire with a merchant fleet. The onward route of
this missionary coincided with the return route of Marco Polo, and as the ortag of
Mongol khan, the status and experience of them were similar. However, compared with
Marco Polo, Fakhr al-Din played a more important role, and the experience during his
trip was more marvelous. This article tries to investigate Fakhr al-Din’s mission with
two focuses: the rise of the al-T1bl family; and the reconsideration of Fakhr al-Din’s
trip.

In terms of the historical sources, the author utilizes some new versions of Tarikh-
i Vassaf published recently, such as the photocopied edition of the manuscript collected
by the Nuru Osmaniye Library and which was published in 2009. This manuscript
originally belonged to the Rashid al-Din private library and was regarded as a version
that is very close to the original edition. The author also referred to the new version
edited by ‘Al1 Riza Hajyan Najad, and some early manuscripts collected by the Library
of Tehran University and the Library of Iran Parliament. Comparing with existing
Chinese sources, the author provided a first-ever complete translation of the text.

The author believes that Fakhr al-Din Ahmad Tibi’s family was one of the leading
maritime traders under the Mongol ruler. After the 1260s, with the invasion of the
Ilkhanate to the Persian Gulf, this family seized the opportunity to cooperate with the
Mongols, in order to get rid of the competitors and expand their influence in the
Persian Gulf region. Tibi’s family then became the agent of Ilkhan in South Iran and as
the ortaq merchant for the imperial households at the same time. Finally, under the rule
of Jamal al-Din, Kish had become the pivot of a maritime trading network, spanning
from China, India, the Persian Gulf to present day Yemen. Noting this in mind, Ghazan

khan dispatched Fakhr al-Din as his ambassador to the Yuan dynasty.
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Vassaf’s record of Fakhr al-Din’s experience in China gives us a more concrete
scene about the later period of Temiir’s reign. According to Vassaf’s narrative, we can
see that the government of the Yuan dynasty usually borrowed the Islamic
administrative regulations from Ilkhanate to administer the Muslim merchants in China.
Vassaf also mentioned the group of prime ministers surround the Qa’an. His report
indicated that after empress Bulugan launched a political purge in 1303, nearly all the
ministers served at the Central Secretariat were convicted and later demoted. The other
valuable information from Vassaf was about the case of monopoly-trade in Temiir
Qa’an’s court. This case can be regarded as the sequel of the jewelry fraud case that
happened in 1298, which recorded by Rashid al-Din. Moreover, through the case of al-
T1b1, we can observe the actual attitude of Temiir Qa’an toward monopoly-trade and the
inflation of paper money in 1304 concurs with the Chinese sources.

Finally, the author also indicates that the Fakhr al-Din delegation was not an
isolated event. We should consider this case in the context of the general peace
agreement of the four Mongol khanates signed in 1304. With the agreement sealed, the
rulers of the Mongol khanates tried to re-open the commercial routes inside the Mongol
World Empire. During the Mongol era, this network influenced the cultural and
commercial exchange between western and eastern Asia significantly. With the Pax
Mongolica, the exchange of information and goods via maritime route played a crucial

role in this era.

Keywords: Ilkhanate, Yuan dynasty, embassy, monopoly-trade, History of Vassaf
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