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A Military/Geographical Analysis of Bronze Inscriptions on
the Jinhou Su Bianzhong: A Research Centered on
the Zuobo Ding and the City of Hun

Ji-ping Zhu
Department of History, Hangzhou Normal University

By studying about the location of the city of Hun (&) from the inscription on a
bronze tripod casted in middle Western Zhou by the earl of Zuo state, this article hopes
to systematically conduct a military and geographical analysis on the inscriptions of the
bronze Jinhou Su Bianzhong (Marquis Su of Jin’s Chimes) from the late Western Zhou
period.

With a geostrategic analysis of her data, the author was convinced that the city of
Hun, which was under siege by the troops led by Guozhong ($%{#), the earl of Zuo and
the marquis of Cai on behalf of the Zhou royal family, was most likely situated in the
southern Dongguo region, as the states of Zuo and Cai were two important vassals on
the eastern plain. By comparing the pronunciation, traffic routes, ethnic origin as well
as political power, the city of Hun was confirmed to show resemblance to an ancient
clan named Min (4%), whose people were active during the Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties at areas near present-day Mincheng (4§83) village, Jinxiang (%) county,
Shandong province.

Inspired by Prof. Zhu Fenghan’s speculation about the correlation between the city
of Hun and the city of Xunm mentioned in the bronze inscriptions of Jinhou Su
Bianzhong, the author then presented an argument against the mainstream Western-Yun
(PG H#HB)—Dongping-Su state (515 E)—Fan county (GGH%) hypothesis, as it is unable
to provide a reasonable explanation to the historical fact that two Su states once
coexisted in the western Dongguo region during the Zhou period. Accordingly, she
proposed to use the Huoshui River as the new geographical basis point instead, and
proved that this could possibly lead us to a systematic solution to the debates around
the military geography mentioned in the bronze inscriptions of Jinhou Su Bianzhong.

With multiple evidences as well as an effective analysis, the author believes that

the battleground mentioned in the bronze inscriptions of Jinhou Su Bianzhong was
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somewhere south of the Dayeze Lake. The river which the marquis of Jin crossed
eastward, the Huo River, was also called the Danshui River in the Spring and Autumn
period, and during the Zhou dynasty, this river originated at places around present-day
Cao county (EH%) of Shandong. The location of Suyi, cannot be confirmed, but
according to the inscriptions, it should be in the upper stream area of the Huoshui
River, somewhere along its eastern bank. The place where the Zhou king and marquis
Su of Jin departed from each other was somewhere along the Fanshui River, which was
close to Qin and Han’s Dingtao county and where Liu Bang ascended to the throne.
The Xun city (i), the last battleground, was probably the capital city of the Min

state, or the city of Hun in the bronze inscription of the Zuobo Ding.

Keywords: Zuobo Ding (Tripod of the Earl Zuo), Jinhou Su Bianzhong (Marquis
Su of Jin’s Chimes), Hun city, Xun city, Min state
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