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Lin’an and the State Sacrificial Rituals of Southern Song
China: An Analysis from the Perspective of Urban Spaces

Yi Zhu

National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies, Fudan University

Generally the adequate provision of state ritual spaces had been a key issue when
imperial capital cities were constructed in imperial China. An imperial capital city
normally would have sufficient room in the designated places to accommodate the
ritual buildings. Nevertheless, Lin’an, which was promoted to the de facto capital of
the Southern Song from a regional metropolis in 1138 while the titular capital Kaifeng
had been occupied and ruled by Jurchens since 1127, was out of ordinary. The size of
Lin’an could not be matched against Chang’an of the Tang or Kaifeng of the Northern
Song. Confined by the terrain conditions, Lin’an was unlikely to be expanded in a great
deal. Moreover, facing the enduring military threat imposed by Jurchens, the Southern
Song could not afford to launch a reconstruction project of Lin’an. Changing Lin’an
from a regional civilian city to an imperial capital city required a careful establishment
of the palaces, government offices, ritual buildings and camps of imperial guards. In
this essay, the emphasis is placed on the geographical impacts upon the state sacrificial
rituals, mainly through three parts. The first part points out the difficulties in
reestablishing and performing the state sacrificial rituals in the temporary capitals prior
to 1138, as the situations were similar to that in Lin’an after 1138, from the perspective
of ritual spaces. The second part reveals how the Southern Song court distributed the
ritual spaces in Lin’an after 1138: while parts of state sacrifices owned their specific
ritual constructions, others had to be performed in Buddhist temples. The third part
discusses the interaction between the urban layout of Lin’an and state sacrificial rituals
of the Southern Song dynasty. This essay concludes that the establishment of state
rituals in Lin’an was constrained by the geographical conditions and urban layout while

it improved the function as a capital city and urban pattern of Lin’an.

Keywords: Southern Song dynasty, Lin’an, state rituals, ritual spaces, urban

layout
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