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A Study of the Shu-shu Principles Discussed in the Tu-ji
Chapters of the Ri-shu (Daybook) on Qin Dynasty
Bamboo Slips from the Shui-hu-di

Tseng-kuei Liu
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

More than thirty years have passed since the excavation of the Qin dynasty Ri-shu ( H
2, Daybook) from Shui-hu-di, and while much research has been done, various questions
concerning the interpretation of the Ri-shu remain unanswered. In particular, research on the
shu-shu ($§{iif) principles in the Ri-shu is a crucial area awaiting further study. Indeed,
the use of the shu-shu principles for understanding the logic behind the selection of certain
days as suitable or as highly inappropriate for certain activities is one of the primary areas
needing further research. Why, for example, were taboos observed on certain days for
excursions while other days were deemed very suitable for this activity?

Analyzing the shu-shu principles, this paper will examine the tu-ji (+ ) chapters
of the Ri-shu. Tu-ji literally means “the taboos on breaking the ground,” such as building or

fixing a house or digging a gully. The tu-ji chapters reflect the beliefs and taboos on

“breaking the ground” prevalent in society at the time. Furthermore, because tu ( 1,
meaning soil, earth, ground, or land) is one of the “Five Agents” ( fi{T) , research on
tu-ji allows us to understand the complex relationships among the Five Agents. Analysis of
the tu-ji thus provides us with crucial insight for understanding how and why a certain day
was selected as suitable or as unsuitable for doing something. By discussing the shu-shu
principles, various seemingly enigmatic texts in the fu-ji chapters can thus be further
clarified.

The selection of certain days for doing something (or abstaining from some activity)
formed a system called shen-sha (#2%) , literally meaning fierce god. The shen-sha
system resembled the operation of stars in terms of its regularity and circulation, and was
believed to be controlled by god. In addition to the exploration of the principles of shen-
sha, we can use the regularity of shen-sha to correct and supplement fragmented characters

on the bamboo slips as well as to restore the original contents of shen-sha. Textual research
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of shen-sha such as xian-ri (£3H ) , tu-jiao ( +#4) , zhao-yao-he-ri (3Z¥SH) , and
di-biao (}if5) reveals that during the Qin dynasty the Five Agents system was already
well established. The relationship among the Five Agents largely remained the same
throughout later periods, as documented in subsequent historical works. However, we also
find some shen-sha metamorphosing into new shen-sha. Such phenomena highlight the

depth and complexity of the Ri-shu, which calls for further research.

Keywords: Shui-hu-di, Ri-shu (Daybook), tu-ji, shen-sha (fierce god), shu-shu
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