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AL FATE R A E

An Analysis of the Beijing Branch Military Commission
in the Ming Dynasty

Chih-chia Yue

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

—

The Beijing Branch Military Commission (Beijing xing dudufu Jt5{TEERT)
was the abbreviation for the Beijing Defense Branch Rear Chief Military Commission
(Beijing liushou xinghoujun dudufu JLEXEH<FITHREEERT). The Beijing Branch
Military Commission existed for only a very short period of time (twenty-two years
altogether). It was established in 1403, abolished in 1420, then rejuvenated in 1425
and permanently abolished in 1428. The Beijing Branch Military Commission was
established during the Yongle Period and was essentially a temporary, regional military
headquarter stationed in Beijing prior to the official establishment of the capital of
Beijing. The Beiping Regional Military Commission (Beiping Dusi JEZE#35]) was the
predecessor of the Beijing Branch Military Commission. However, after it was changed
to the latter, it was of higher ranking and larger scope than that of an ordinary Dusi.

In addition to exploring the institutional changes in the Beijing Branch Military
Commission, this article also contains an in-depth discussion of the establishment of
various Guards and Battalions (weisuo, #fff) which were under the supervision of the
Beijing Branch Military Commission, in order to gain insights into the transformations
of the scope of the Beijing Branch Military Commission during this period. The fact
that Guards and Battalions in the vicinity of Beijing were reorganized a number of
times to facilitate the establishment of the Beijing Branch Military Commission
spurred the formation of a rather comprehensive interlocking of provincial-level
Regional Military Commissions on one hand and Provincial Administration
Commissions (Buzhengsi, 77 B{ ] ) on the other. Consequently they were
geographically intertwined and thus mutually limited each other’s power. This article
thus focuses on the re-location and transformation of various related Guards and
Battalions in order to shed light on the formation of interlocking civil/military

institutions in regions near the capital during the Ming Dynasty.

Keywords: Beijing Defense Branch Rear Chief Military Commission, auxiliary,

Guards and Battalions, interlocking civil/military institutions
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