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"MEL o~ TR, F o HEOBME TME ) ZEM (160521645 ;5 BB T A

0 WA RBRAL R —E - PN ERR R (FHEE) > & (RE)
—HETHRIEERNTHE - " TRERERHCES FEHE -

FEEFIIRBES  MRERNEEREC AEEEEE L I L HEH
CEAWEERB@ENBER  BOMTERSEmE (BRER) 2 > ML
BREME TCERZK, - EEMAIASHER "HEZK > RRELE 1591-
1646) s HEEZ B - KN EA (2-1661) - BRAMEL - BB L, - LHE
#H o ERERMOTOEEERILRN T BITHK T RE | RE - mLRE
WAT - BH TRALETR ) WEE - BRETL TEE BRE > a2 LS
HY R KRR T EIBTN - ThREBE B LA A (1587-1646) » HIBFER
FAERCHE - MEZ » UNAERRASHNS - At UBH/ I ASEE -
EREEDURS TR ES AT > I BE IR, o M B RS
B m i DUE WS RS - B EREREE - WA IR T SN B
X MmEATRH - FEETRE, -

2 SO W i ARG S PR RO YRR BB B > G5 ¢ BB PR T AR KRS o (B
WARBEFER > BEEBIEEE - ERAREMC , - MR E R "5
HE L B T MPUKRIERSG SRR — B - RS
HF5 T EAEEE MRE LB TER, 2 TH, BE TEHE, XH
HodfREy TR (1644) ZHZiR, - 7

Pk RE (BRE%) (KA (EFPIXHMmELE) $363M) » A—= > F36-
37 4871064 -
T HRRE K BEAEE £ (THRBAE) (A (FATEBFLET)

(3 $PREE > 1992) - %8 - FHLE=TAF (1764) I AHE) - H8b-

PAREHXE) BB A8 RHMXFAI (AT ZAKE B, R (ET -
B&X'I}—F) : I’,‘;a ‘HFZARE Alg 2dmi > &E%')&ik%* ° /,}Hﬂﬁa PEZ A
REE Q% - ZAKBANF > FARAF? , (EFEH) (kA (EHRA+Z@x
) ) o (BX2FHTF—) » HI107-1-
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RS RS - MBI —— L SHEECES k - EERE
RIS G AR HE » BERMT L RRBERE B 8% » TRECKREN O
B o EFHFELA TIHESH - HHIE  RWAERA,  EESRERE TER
CRCE, -

FHWEREERRCERZH - WIENH - LEE (%) B—4BEY
AR (BEEE) WFREDLREE BIUE M bR S EEE Y %

EFxB BHEREXIR #EMAER  BRIATHRESLEABS

WE - ahmt+8 —a T8, > ASASK > BHKRERBRZ S & -

Herhhz BXA - BEETAFMHEIZIEEL - FOBFH £ —ARA

B mEFOGRDZ ARKBBRAZES - ABETEe "TBFH, - L9E

BRE > RERANBANZEEL - AOMEH FRIzBE - Lopka

HoORBREBZ L  Hibo@d  Sa% BREHR - Lk wAMF

MUZF@—F > HBMIRE - F=FpRALz % "

Hp B HAMRNEEEM L8N "hh= ) > MEBZE (EFE) fremw
"N, HERFR—ERMAHNEEER - EHAFEY (BEEK)
> FE GEFEL) - NABS TP EREYN (BEET) 8——F—#
Witthedh "EFZBL —1% - (BREAYIBRNERE AY - A8 CRE®#) F
SAEMEG  HPEEFEEER LR i, - ™ EEEZEE BN
BT REFER - FamEE T (HEE) B ERWRETFIN-  BEX
BN - WA BT ASIFER TR o LB S AT S | R - BEEE A
RUBR: > MIETECEREgR 2 BHEFAEIEE - KBRS HILH > £F
S BEEBLU=RF—HBROITE > WA 2H0ER « ABTILERRE - =
HEMATUEEEEMN L ERE =SSR T » T EERFREK -

REFEFE  AABRNEREASEBEWG > (hE LRI % &
B REMM (1776-1829) H@wE ¢ T AEES - RE - ERE -
RIAE - FREERE B - IRARKEE B - BERREREE - | MERFR
FEWARN—H "I, © "TEREEBEERE  BEE (BRE) - % (A/)

PAEAE) » H28-29 (BFREA) 5 B103-104 (ZA&X) °

P BERRE) P (EFRR) BEREEL SR (KE%E) AR £k T+
R MRS FAS EXAELR (BHBK) (LT LTALHEK
#01993) » 1515

-161-



PR E

LB SEHTRRMERE U8R H - EERI -, ” BRI RET SR A
REANCHNER - ERARERBTNES - MEBEEESHNET > 810
EEHBERHRE - A8 CHENE—ERBNCHE BSHRE -

RESDREESAAECHRERMY  CURBEERHANECTBSE
B FEREAE % - EEREARREITR T - BEAE - RILER - E A
EARZUER AR > BT AR EAEREE - B (1744-1801)
HY/NER (SRR ) #2 SR — (B FEAREM L EaIE—& TUER, M 1
REECRRRE AT GO 8% T 2R < SENDR G LRI BTy T A E R - =%
B B RERENZE  WBEAZEH 2 HLURRSE » B2 EETFE  KRe
IR ! L TIMATAIEIN TIUEE L RS T A B IES s
BN > MRS R B ENE R - A/ AR - BTk
ZEHAER "RABADEC  MEACRRIDIEE , - EETENE E "
BE L BTHETEHAENER - B - EEINHEN > FRESRETHEERY
EF BRI L -7 TREEMERHEZ /- EAUNE S EUCER
e

ERHABRBEACE  BWRTHMELMBBALRBREZN - H—&
RALERBNRR R A R VR A A TR R B RF A S22 B o Y DL R 17 S S B T e
wASEA TE R - B Rk - B HETEILL > BABHYE, <X
FRECE - ZEEASM RSN TR - FAEAER - WifE &AL
FAE o ™ B TTTER o AR RO B S AL PO, - R AT R B S R P ALY E
Y HRSERET TR, - TIEL - TR PR R R B T R R
%Lwaﬁ%%%?ﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ%%%-ﬁﬁ@#m%%r%h P BRATFRE
BEEY  REFPEARARE "H,  BERTENERE - SE0 - fens
%%&@M%ﬁi¢%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁ%“@%EE%WF#Z%Pjﬁ%:ﬁ°

Pokemat (HERS RS (bR PEER197) AL (RAEREAB) 0 B
512 -

e BRFLA (BSH) 0 (Bg) (b R—HRABEABEE (1800) L
1976) » #%—# » H1037 -

7 BIAE A—E > H1037-1044 o

T H ML - XRME) 0 HA906 - FREEHS (AFAAGL) (L#: XALTA -
1924) » H24-25 -
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—I—HETE (IFEEERE) A —REREE (MERELRR) - B
MERERER CIE B — KW - 2B —BRAEIEEEIE TRE AT, WEBE - THik
REE > FWAM - (EEERMENELSE © "HREN - K FER  Eff
BHEE > BFTDICWE - ) USRS THEERSER RN TakE
HTHARE ) » THEAE, DRESEN - "HHAT, © TEEAT, HIH
P LWE - FEREBEAISCT - TRTRRES T, - AMBREREES > 248
R RILMEEE > "RERELNEETE,  —EESH THEeAE, —
e "TRTRBAAHIER ) - (FERIR " HABRETEY  HERESE
W BEBITPELEY  BOMRTEOKRN, - BEEMMENEESE "

ERERYH (MEAEFRL) > EEVREEEAMY (EAE) BRE
MR - NEEATRE - BEEN (EAMY) > NLURAZESERIIMY - FiE
TEEL, o HIRELTZET ) BLLWE W o LAY EGE TEA N T E
Ko RZE - I TEBHE ) SSTHSEE > HaRF TEATE  RER - &
[ 5 BEHEPASCE ) - B4bh "5 - i > HBER - BM, 0 BSE
iR TR BB TR EEERK  BREEATZESMER - © R RS TS
WRiEIREE - 1 "TIM ) FHER TARD, o EMEMIRIEER/NTE R - EEA
LA B BB -

EREERE R CHRERECENWBRETEL > KSENERS AT
MEFEH R/ NUE - AR R AL I B AORE - WA S & i R EE
JR3E - IRFHA > EERNEFMHBEARREGHEANREF » — AW ZRK
R o FETBITHE S KT B K A AR RO SE B - R R B TR
L PRREE R - RESHRBOE « e HE SR T AR - T B
REER R - RIS R M RS B BT 258 55
5 MEEL RIELEAEEMRES2E —ERANEE LERERIEN B8
SRR -

P omte (RERIARL) 0 (MEME) (L PEBETHE) 7(1914): 7-8 -
O(RMmHLE - EAME) > H649-650
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=g

HREEAER : B - EREERY

M REMRS > —Riod > FRIENLGAR > ZRAEZIHNRD E 4
CHRF - MAFEHRE  RKE—ABS > EREAFH > FoTELRT
MBI B -  BEITARRE > XBRAEEZBRAT S T REH & 5AE
o dEBESHRHEA

ERREE (1910-1998) BB (ER) FHBE  BE—A=tE %K
BRI A 57 22 A MBI B T AR IEEf B - BRRS AR Ll Pt ers 5=
TE TSOREA,  AENOCHIEE R AERKEE - BEENEREY AT
fin EATWRH - MIFMRZEHER - BT (1892-1982) - 4525 {% (1889-1981) £iF
FE-N_AFRERENRE > BB GE (ER) FFSE6 > 2ThhEsT
FIRGEIH RIS RS > MR8 > T2 FRETRREN ) - *2 o] i hesT -
EERERERRRE BN -

Wt - BE-NW_OFR  MECKKRETEENIKER > #E—8Ts
SEEZ B o — R R KB LA > @FEERINESIM/AF (Standard Oil Company) I
HEEy Joseph P. Babcock (1893-1949) E[IE a8 b B & 843 3f MR BRSO Br i - A as
— ARBER LR BTk F R E TP B AR - SRR O iR T2 G - ¥ fErs
—EEIURARME W. A. Hammond #E— N =4 A A H FiE D —HEER
SR ITCHI R R 0 T B FTRI R S8 /A B (Mah Jongg Sales Co. of San
Francisco) » [FIRF LR Bt REFRIZRHERERLH - * HE—FN > 2EERR—B
"W, (Mah jong craze) » FF % ABIBEE SEZ T BB
"Hili ; (pung) B "Wz (chow) > HETTHIRZE o T EBMEGH Y, (Mah Jong
League of America) i KIT - ¥ — L - =EMPAIREFEB DL > REEE

s E o (AM) (LF ARIPHIRE 0 1980) B2 -

VS (MRMER) (R ERXBHRE 1972) > BwE o (F-k&kMB
) * R4l-

* Joseph P. Babcock, Babcock's Rules for Mah-jongg: The Red Book of Rules (Shanghai: Mah-
jongg Company of China, 1924). % E# — A —O% A MKRE — A _mwF—f S g+ =
B ATHELR - mEAMB BT EW -

* Robert F. Foster, The Laws of Mah Jong (New York: Vanity Fair, 1924), pp. 168-169.

* Frederick Lewis Allen, Only Yesterday: An Informal History of the 1920s (New York: Harper &
Row, 1964, c1931), chap. 4 “America Convalescent,” p. 68.
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BUATHWFEEE) - 36 BRI - SMERSE B E — N = OFEA B O
MR  —AZIHENA =+ H T8 (4£5E) HsE (LIFE) - HE SN2 —
BB RGO - AR T EEHE (F) %, (Pa and Ma
Jonge) [ETFEA "R, "V, WAEEKE - BRI AR EE TR 5 A R
TEE, ZH (E—=) - FRFEHATESR Robert F. Foster (1853-1945) 76
FEMEIRRE The Laws of Mah Jong # » BTRFERSZBEHIRCT &
BMEGEARRERETR > RAEHETINERETERTS FARESR - 28
RREEFER B BHER H BN REIRE (referendum) » DUHIE & H 7L/ Py
REBLAIBR A —#E - — W ZINE B XE (BREEmRE) B aEEEE
W E R RS HEN A RN A Y - CRRE B RE
RE - AEEIUEDASBE I BETT Y HBNE - ERES — KR
KRB RBAGEABA > AthBiGEREN TR ERES  WEE  CEE
HARBNBB R AL — - — W AERBI=ZOER » EAFTER e
fIF ) WIUER - ERAER RS - ®

fREFE Babcock fFHARAITFMAE - CARHEH K7 B & I BTk KB
ZFREA - WRE—EFTEEEEN RIS - ¥ ENEERE I ANTRNS -
AL TR L HIRT — 4% (standard) BREEIE (genuine) HYFTH: » BilfZE H A
HEEFRGEE TERRA] ) BRER - WIS T PES HBTRMERE R A - Al
—ERRAEMEREIET S8 H PR - RN MERTS - Fie 8
HH/NERSE » @EEEE RS AR ES AR % EREAE
TR M SR G T ¥ s HE A R R -

FE— N ZOFRATHRB R FME » PETFSEERUSMEETEE
EERIFEL > REFE L TRARENENSERRE - ° FERE 61

% Foster, The Laws of Mah Jong, p. 6.

87ﬁi&ﬁ%%%ihmmRB%memefmmeSHMWQMMHSmM,u&
Milton Cooper Work. % % Milton Cooper Work, Mah-jongg Up-to-date, including the
American Official Laws of Mah-jongg (Chicago: The John C. Winston Company, 1924), pp. 8-9.

T ERMRAS . CREWE) (RFABE1931) » TAARER, > H390-398 -

% Babcock, Babcock’s Rules Jfor Mah-jongg, “Preface,” p. iii.

® f5)4n Jordan Marsh Company ed., Ma-Jong: Book of Instructions (New York: Lent & Graf Co.,
1924), introduction, p. 3. HEMBRP— =% » R —H_=ZF— % ~ 1A P P9 Ep 4T
= ECWER CASWEZAXEMITEEIR
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HEEEHRS TEREX  FEER, —F  UHBEEATHNSERS O L&
R BRI E B AR B S BB RS A -

ANERRE - BURAE S BAR + B VR L 58 R AR bR - 78 SMEg i a
o REGHFERBHE G ERANERES  BAEREANSMER - —
PSR SF R B T /E ¥ C. de Oteyza (FEBFEMEHE 2 » BB 7T
BIHEREREAR - SLFLR TR IR IS BT B B SRR & - FRG#E T4k, -
TER B TR, =Tk T FE L A 3 5 B R T B (A = R A O A
1= (benevolence) ~ 7 ({5 ) (sincerity) ~ 2 (filial piety) TAEFERNAFERER]
LA Wi ; (Sparrow; Hemp Bird) = &an 4 Ithhe - XA » Filbisth = Ep
SEMTRE © THf, (pung) ~ "IZ ) (chee) F1 T AE , (kong) > MBI FAZ B LS
HIBAR : Kong WEMEAFHBEK  XHEAFETERSE » FILKN TIT
(che) BEEES Tz (chee) - * FEZHEHER—E -

ENIEE MBI > EART B - Wl 5 2 bR 22 R 5 H iy
FAGER A% - (HEMFAMB LT B ERNHEE > ERSHEA » — 5
W T FREL ) WPBEE DIEEUER (EIER) (Sparrow: The Chinese Game
Called Ma-ch’iau; A Descriptive and Explanatory Story) F—NT_OFRESEE
AGE - ETHEEERIMENTETEESZMHERN (5K) HEfEy
(EERR) Wl - ° BEN T FREL ) WLHESSE » {HEREE
EREIR GEEL) FLUEKEERME B EFI IS S 7560 - MGt
IREEHSE T H 2 — B B o (R S R, -

TF RS R B JE U3 - P BB O - RE R RES S REE -
ERAREESRE- N AFEHRM—TEEEY (HFHETE)  BTERS

1 B x & “Men in the game are blind, to what lookers-on see clearly.” 8, Ezra H. Fitch, “Ma-
jung: The Ancient Game of Chinese Scholars and Gentlemen,” in Henry M. Snyder, The Ma-
MWMMMMmmmmﬂ%w“ﬂﬂh%MmMﬂm&mme%ﬂpm.%lr%%%
B FWREFR ) B FRLERATAT - RREAARE (BELE) 2E¥HA T2H
EF ERhER  WRHAZEZR, AR BAK (REE) (kA (FEHH
MuokasE) $485Mm) - L=t H7-

°2 Robert F. Foster, Foster on Mah Jong (New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1924), pp. 147-
149.

% Ly Yu Sang, Sparrow: The Chinese Game Called Ma-ch’iau; A Descriptive and Explanatory
Story (New York: The Long Sang Ti Chinese Curios Co., 1923), chap. II “The Origin and
Philosophy of Ma-ch’iau,” pp. 9-18.

-166-



B 5

2 BRAE (FH) EFIBES  EEBAEE—
BERITRAEROEE—ZFTIHAR - ATRAAETH T4 !
ERFRESAE  DEXKERAEREEZAITRGOSBAERGE © TiTRE
LSRR BRENRE —EEREOYE - BEREMEXKTH @ FRET
EHEEARE,  ARERAR "EAEESEITE  BEOH /B A TRE
HER TR  REBEERBHNETHETEE !, (B—M) mbEEnFEE
RRGERF S ERIRR A S | EBRRT B &5 AR 5 B 5 43 Sl HE i e BT o e JR\ BB
RURERE - SERPEERY BB #0 9 R R T IS MR R o - ST HAIR S5 -
FOCAGEBRIMEFHE (1891-1962) fE— - bERERD » T EFE
Ry BR SE B STt & AT O s 2
AR RBETATEFAGERG LY —EHE  RLXELERS
RRAXRE  EEEALTHEAMEREYIMT > PRYLAERAS
BTAREHRAFLARIFEE - K~ EAZETRBEERT !
fllEt R [t SRR R AR P R 8588 - AEB—EH=+AHE
AR E | R MR R R EERE S E H AT BE RS - S
EEFREARES " RENRE ) BRI GMRBHOERE g HEhERR
B —RE—E " IFEE - TR B TR, -

HEE SRR - T ERBIEE Cricket (H7EK ) © ERWE
HXE Baseball (3K ) ; HAWBIELZAE © DRIE ? PRSI Z/E - |
ARINBEIERR L EAERNRERYE - (FBPRZEESNRERE - his
IR P BIR RiEE -

RAEBMERERAREGRER "M, A¥ie > X THE, A% A
RITBRBBEN > TARITHRBART  ERERTRBEATEAEGK
x>

UER) RETESAA=TXE - BEREAAET > "RYE—FEETREER 4
BFSRGMBEERGR > FAFTAGBTESL L HETLAEYMAEET £
Ao EPRATY  RARMBT SRS, -SRI (TRITL) BHXHE
# %@ (Arthur Conan Doyle; 1859-1930) — fu— = 28948 F& /N3 The Lost World » — #,
—E 4% & ¥ E Harry O. Hoyt AR E% -

Pl () 0 (Hlxsr) (Ek:EREEN - 1953) > B3%E - H36-38 -
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SRR LB PR B SR TR BEEEEARTAN > LUTHE
FREBEIRMAER - P E LT REEREM UG LS SE S - e
RAZMAMARE AR RS > HOEBEME A " R, MEEK > BigE—
BRI G LK LK S TR R R B AR - T o3 th v R 41 > R s
HER » FILME SRR AR RERE - BB BB2EY - 24K -
BASE G FRME— SR BB R MBI R AR L E 2 A I R B 4 B 5%
LB (1899-1967) fE— A= ZHEGKEX - DEMEETHES T PRERZWE
B fiERRMERTREANRRER RN R R e TR T e —E
BN OHEEE ) - RS BRREETE ERAWRE - TAURES
HAAEGIERNIIRK ) - IHEATEAIENIIE » I BREERE
RRATBEGAN > ARHFE > —EFBIEBIAR—FREHROKA
RHAMBH A —AARTHRE -2 —ERHY - 4 ERBEGEA
ERAE RENFAREEE  REVPHNALEREET - £HREIES
T85 8 BN —AFITWURFE > 8K BLE4) B ARBEHIEA
MO EREE > ERFIORS B - BERHIRMZ - RE
TIAR,CBRR CERAFHT O RER—BOBEMTES
HERAMWBHARY  HELFXRFRBRMEZ - BRI - REARTHK
B2
FERCEREE - IIREEETRABEEMESS ' — FECHASERT
R B R - — T SR R 5 R AR BHE A E 300 E
FERAE—N=IE (AR EEBXE (M) » B4 "EX, E
HEMMREL " ER ) W > WIERFES — SR L > EATLIE R
SRITEY "ERME, WA LS —FEMEERR  BM—IF > TEHG
o THET R, ERESM TH=%F,  MEER T ERIAF WRIFEE -
RILER T HFBRABRE "EANERERWEE | - S5t B —R AR
FFERI » DUBRFAIEHTREA ' EESREERS M-S RECHFERETHE
W — RO R ATE AR AR R /NE - T -850 =
HETHEN - AEES > BWAET ) - B (ARH) THEAEL 1895-

CEAEE (R HEERM) 0 (BAME) (X#F: BILXEHRA > 2002) 0 B
182-183 -
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1976) fEMREILFEM - EIFRIENE KA BEEE L BATEEN T & O S8, M
CPRE - DURTEIEEIEENANE BR - MER - MEME 0 2O BRARN > BFAEBRAE (team
work) HyRET - KBIE A1 T AEBECE - BREAXEZRE, -7

—EEBYEER  AENE LA RRATEFRRE "SEBH, W
BIRME > fERE - 2B AR B Z T LARE P65 AR - EERERO#
AHEFM (partners) RIEE—— "RELEZH NS BEBIANIREES
by o7 BOCEFEERE > HATEERENI - iR EER SR
R EERR -

R CARE B B T B R B PR > —ERABRG TR
B o ¥ E—N=OFRFERAR DS EHEWAFIEN - TERREAERY)
RIAETS T —f " RE\BARA - BENLT - Bt EHF > A RInEEE
BRI ETH B « B3 DISCE R R Bk 8 1T HYCE R R MR B - TR
PR — IS - ' (A ERAE (1877-1927) (IRIEW ) WL aMEE »

TR (HAUE) o (AM#) (L RABELMARAI) 12(1934) : 524-525 -

% Arthur Julius Israel, How to Play Mah-jong (New York: Oriental Export Company, 1923),
“Preface.”

P REERH -t opl TARM REOARED BB — IR RARGTE
TERAEEGER > (FRZEMEMPBRMGER) - (REREHL) 6 (1988) : 39-
45 mBE (RUERTEARAREAORSEHR) » (EREHME) 1 (1992) 1 1-22;
FBEL (FZAIHBREMMEN) > (EREHAE) 1 (1992) : 23-36 - 2]k ¥ X
BB # (Arthur Smith, 1845-1932) # Chinese Characters (1890) $2 & iR t44F Sdo (wyog )
(1921-8) HERSH XA > 3t "TERM  #ELABHEROREY  UABHITHY
B - B EFE o RARRB T LERBRA BT FR LR 056 HLERN
BHARARYBEAMERESHESE - & Lydia H Liu, Translingual Practice: Literature,
National Culture, and Translated Modernity—China, 1900-1937 (Stanford, CA: Stanford
University Press, 1995), pp. 45-76. st > #%BEATH - AAOFEURTHR "THRM | #Hik
FrESBM%EER BHROE  XARLE G LEBERM 27— 450K &
Lung-kee Sun, The Chinese National Character: From Nationhood to Individuality (New York:
M.E. Sharpe, 2002).

P AR RPERERGRERITRAE AN L FALERRA - KX L EREK
(1903-1987) %44 (M) —X > A SE A L EEEHE - BLEEA—HRITIE
HER  REANBORE W TSP FHEIE nEHLAHRNELDL
CRZS % BACAER—BBEAN BI-FRakePE RALLEICHEGES
RABHERIFRENERIRK > AR —BF > RBELUT - FOHAAHTHE
B BRAT=TRAGEE ) RREEHK (BREAL) (FM LB > 1991) -
B71-72 -
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EEHPIRERENASG T - IR EE E TEFERIEBALE, » AIEAE
B TAmERRTA, Y BERMOMASEEN TEEY ) BER TR
BRI TR -
FRE— N =UER (R - BHH%) 205K (T2 B4 ™4
B BEE—BItAIEL "BRTEMY 0 PEEHZERBRIENN  HEE R
BT o MRS FUZABRY > ERRBE—EH=1T/EmME > "8&7T
BMHBRANAETE |, - AEEN=FFk®R  se -2 f, —
HMREETORETRL ", 5 BETFREEH "L, ZFK TH,
HAARET - BMATREAMAETLREH  R2ERF - HRET — B
AR T UABELMER > BEARER L EHEH T TEAY B
AFRELAMA TREFHB > LHEHHABRREEZHE  LRAESH
FoAMRBMPBEAREENR "X, > FEEZAA > EHFAHEKE - 4
RERBGWHHIT LEEREA TEEXRSH EXREERE -
B MRS EREEE > ROEAREE - HhFET2EXRH » FEE
DU s » Bk " Ry, B2 T A S RIBRE -
KmEaRG > FAMAF - FREH > L RFTU—E =81 22
BT FRRIASEFE > AENEKEE > LT URERYD c Bk —H @
RIERG > AT BLRAZTRAEX - '
EMESL TRE ) NFE > BRINZMEE (1896-1950) » {hH fFE—HHIHE
R C il REBFRMEEMOEE - —ASOERY - EHTEEEH AR

U TRg (RED - LFRXEFIR) CKAKRE (ERTALEDE) (FkxE
HaAt 0 1968) - Haf 0 (HEHR)  BI517- HESECEX@EFTRRA MO8
THEUMBIALAAGHE RELS ) (ABRARLEI—8)  BWAKRE (&
MewmElER) (&b A ERRA - 1987) - B251-257 -

2 ZH (RBYS) > (¥HR-8dH) —AZwFE-_A=+AB-

O XAEAER (PR BEH) W TR, BHEANE TEZRAAHMNELEERAM
&7 TEB (XLER) RERBFHFEEL TZHE, > 2885, 5 L (X2
#) (X AREBRAEFEREXIRARFIHE - 1983) » —R=EFXA+EA -
R B EEHERAIEOXERR (PRAGH R ZMA) > BFN (X
%) (k%) 15 (1935.02.10) : 1-3 - EEFMATHRAMHXILREZRBIERL » FA
THEIBEAEMEZ L% > 3 RME > AN EHEREE - SRBBERE
zZ—gyMA Bt (1899-1988) Bp % 3 MMM ST B Ao sb3k3E 5 B T £ EAT4E
£, (B PAARARBELETHEAKR > $HETI3-14) - K £ (FHR- AW
W)Y BAXEY TZAE, BT (RBYES) 24 YAAEL R (PHR-8d
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Madiao and Mahjong in Popular Culture and Elite Discourse

Hsi-ytian Chen
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

This article examines two games that once dominated the world of leisure in
China. It traces the origins and development of madiao and mahjong, the routes by
which they spread, their impact on everyday life, and, most importantly, the
controversial assessments of these games in elite discourse.

The madiao card game, popular in the late Ming, and its successor, mahjong,
which emerged in the late Qing, shared similar paths and a peculiar fate in the cultural
history of Chinese recreations. They were pastimes originally enjoyed among the urban
lower classes, but later spread from market towns to the central capital, and from the
lower levels of society to the upper ones. Their popularity crossed social and gender
boundaries. Once people entered the inviting world offered by these games, social and
political distinctions temporarily melted away and the players united as homo ludens,
equals as long as they honored the rules of game. Playing madiao and mahjong became
a common pastime and a shared experience for countless Chinese from a wide variety
of backgrounds.

As madiao pervaded the daily life of the populace, including that of elite circles,
it became a subject of controversy among the literati. Some enthusiasts devoted
themselves to the project of elevating the quality of the game by refining or reforming
its rules, and many manuals on the rules and tactics of the game were published to
meet growing demand. Some enthusiasts even justified the merits of playing the game
by comparing it to Confucian moral cultivation, and claimed that the game embodied
the Confucian idea of “studying the principle of things” which could lead the master
players eventually to acquire the means to “pacify the realm under Heaven.” Some
conservatives, on the other hand, expressed their concern over people’s addiction to
what was at root a form of gambling and lamented the disruption of social norms the
games inspired. After the collapse of the Ming dynasty, madiao was repeatedly

indicted for compromising the ordered hierarchical ethics and for undermining social
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morality. Moreover, both the rules of the game as well as card designs were interpreted
retrospectively as a series of evil portents foretelling dynastic collapse.

Coincidently, the game of mahjong, originally a card game partially derived from
madiao that evolved into a game played with tiles, also emerged at a time of turmoil:
when the reigning Qing dynasty was teetering on the brink of collapse. Mahjong
quickly became a craze all over China, and was avidly played everywhere, from
squalid urban quarters to the imperial court. There were various attempts to promote
mahjong as a more elevated type of entertainment. Some reformers even proposed
using mahjong as an agent of “popular enlightenment” by remodeling the designs of
tiles and revising the rules of the game. Yet moral conservatives worried that mass
indulgence in this pernicious game would aggravate the already desperate condition of
modern China. Some traced the emergence of the game to the Taiping Rebellion; some
even figuratively joked that the Qing empire would eventually be dethroned by the
mighty “Mahjong king.”

Perhaps tinted with the West’s fascination with exotic oriental cultures, mahjong
became all the rage in the 1920s in the West and was promoted as the crystallization of
ancient Chinese wisdom. This international mahjong craze in turn affected the Chinese
perceptions of the game, and it was frequently referred to as the “national game,” the
emblem of the “national quintessence,” or even the symbolic embodiment of “national
character.” Yet most of these associations were arguably meant in the negative sense.
A typical interpretation was to refer to the game to exemplify the Chinese
egocentricity, disunity, and lack of cooperative spirit.

Closely tied to the discourse that grew up around them, both the madiao of the
late Ming and the mahjong of the late Qing were never viewed as mere games or
simple diversions. They have always been under serious scrutiny, whether seen as a

remedy to cure the people or a plague that cursed the nation.

Keywords: madiao, mahjong, popular culture, elite discourse, national character
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