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Gentlemen: The Elite of Fu-chou, Chiang-hsi, in Northern and Southern Sung by Robert P.
Hymes,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.1 (1991): 333-357.
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? Robert M. Hartwell (#f# B ) , “Demographic, Political, and Social Transformations of China,
750-1550,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 42.2 (1982): 365-442. Robert P. Hymes ( $% 84
+) , Statesmen and Gentlemen: The Elite of Fu-chou, Chiang-hsi in Northern and Southern
Sung (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986), 4 A X 3| A # Linda
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“Book Review—Statesmen and Gentlemen: The Elite of Fu-chou, Chiang-hsi in Northern and
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Types of Elite Families in the Ming Prefecture of Sung China
Nap-yin Lau
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

This essay, using the Ming prefecture as an exemplar, discusses directions and
methods in the study of lineages in the Sung dynasty.

First, we should distinguish lineage from family and clan, taking particular care
not to confuse family with lineage. The points of distinction include whether the
members were registered in a single household and subscribed their incomes to the
control of the household head, whether the head had the legal power of “order and
discipline”, whether the members were registered in separate households and had
separate registered properties, whether the members were lineal or collateral relatives,
and whether they were within or outside of the five mourning grades.

Second, we should distinguish different types of lineages, such as communalized
lineages, localized lineages, and descent groups/agnates. The points of distinction
include whether the members divided up the household and common properties,
whether they maintained a legacy, whether they compiled genealogies, whether they
worshiped their ancestors together, whether they had institutionalized mutual
assistance, whether they had non-institutionalized mutual assistance, and whether they
could withstand the factors leading to division. Based on these seven distinctions, most
of the so-called “lineages” of the most renowned scholar-officials in the Ming
prefecture can only be considered loosely organized descent groups. In the Lou lineage
for example, members of each generation divided households and common properties
after the death of their parents. The charitable estate established by Lou Shou was
strictly a family property owned and controlled by his sons, not lineage property
owned or controlled by his family and his brothers’ families. The estate only provided
improvised assistance to the poor lineage members within the five mourning grades; it
abstained from assistance related to regular education, ancestral sacrifices, or attempts
to pass the civil examinations. This kind of financial assistance offered by one family
to other families can hardly be called “corporate”, but is in fact “private”. This

phenomenon neither originated with the Sung dynasty, nor is it particular to the Sung
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“lineages”. If these renowned “lineages”, which enjoyed many privileges and held
close relations with the neo-Confucian scholars who advocated for lineage
reorganization, failed to develop from mere descent groups into institutionalized
lineages, we have no reason to believe that most other “lineages” fared differently.

In sum, the dominant mode of family development in the Ming prefecture was
the breaking up of families into descent groups, while the varied mode was the
development of families into institutionalized lineages. Just like today, the most basic
and important unit of society was the family, not lineage or clan. The local scholar-
officials did not have strong lineage consciousnesses, lineage organizations, or lineage
regulations. Thus, a lineage society failed to manifest itself. Resources supporting joint
ventures between scholar-officials came mainly from their families, not from their
lineages. In a similar vein, it may be wrong to use “lineage” as a unit to study social
mobility, because the resources behind success in the examinations chiefly came from

families, not lineages.
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