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A Discussion of Yishu Style Yi Studies Prevailing in the
Lower Yangtze Regions during the Late Six Dynasties Period:
Focusing on the Jiang Zhouyi Shulunjia Yiji Old Manuscript
Preserved in Japan’s Kofukuji Temple

Ling Tong
School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University

The development and transformation of lower Yangtze region academic thought
during the late Six Dynasties period (for example, the formation and evolution of the
yishu style, sutras’ incorporation into and influence on Confucian classics, etc.) holds
a significant place in the academic history of the Han to Tang dynasties. However, due
to a lack of materials directly related to this subject, scholars from the Qing dynasty
onward have been unable to undertake a thorough research of the topic and have thus
failed to approach its key problems.

In his work Shiqishi shangque, Wang Mingsheng (1722-1797) claimed that
Japan respected Chinese classics more than other countries. This statement is
persuasive to a certain degree, and the Six Dynasties and Sui-Tang period old
manuscripts of Chinese classics preserved in Japan are certainly valuable cultural
relics. Among these old manuscripts, Jiang Zhouyi shulunjia yiji has become the most
influential. Preserved in Nara’s Kofukuji Temple, it has attracted the attention of
various Chinese and Japanese scholars from the time of its discovery onward.
Nevertheless, there still remain many unresolved questions related to this manuscript.

As Zhang Zhidong (1837-1909) stated in his work Youxuan yu, there are three
kinds of “reliable books” (shanben). One of these kinds is the old manuscript.
Therefore, in contrast with previous print-version-based studies of Six Dynasties
period history and literature, the main concern of this paper is, instead, an overall
research of the Jiang Zhouyi shulunjia yiji (an old manuscript). Through research on
this work, the author of this paper intends to analyze the classification of yishu style
during the Six Dynasties period, the relationship between Jiang Zhouyi shulunjia yiji
and the “theory of varied texts” proposed in Jingdian shiwen, and the like, in order to

reassess the history of the academic thought circulating in the lower Yangtze regions
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during the late Six Dynasties period. Furthermore, on the basis of these discussions
and with Tang Yongtong’s (1893-1964) famous application of “Occam’s razor” in
mind, this article’s author will also propose the hypothesis that a “post-razor era”
existed within lower Yangtze academic circles before the Wujing zhengyi was
established. In the last part of the paper, the Zhouyi commentaries of twelve pre-Tang
scholars are extracted from Jiang Zhouyi shulunjia yiji and compiled for later

reference.

Keywords: Jiang Zhouyi shulunjia yiji, yishu style, theory of varied texts, post-

razor era, old manuscripts of Chinese classics
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