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A New Study of the Jade Prayer Plaques of Huashang Mountain
by King Huei-wen of the Ch’in Dynasty

Feng-wu Chou
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Taiwan University

The jade prayer plaques of Huashang Mountain by King Huei-wen are important relics
from the early Ch’in. The author of the plaque calls himself “The Great Grandson of the
Ch’in, the humble Yin” and “I, the Scion of Nobility.”

First, I seek to identify the author’s status and time period. This paper compares the
special connotations of the term “Great Grandson,” to the terms “Scion of Nobility” and
“Eldest Grandchild,” postulating that the author is a King of the Ch’in. Through a series of
comparisons—the five rites mentioned in the plaques to the early Ch’in textual recording of
Emperior’s and Dukes’ ritual ceremonies; the character styles of the inscriptions on the
jade plaques both to the Ch’in tile inscriptions on giving land to a noble for the purpose of
building ancestral temples and to the inscriptions on the “prime minister’s halberd of the
fourth year”--, the author can be positively identified as the son of Duke Hsiao, the
grandson of Duke Hsian, and the great grandson of the Duke Ling—in short, King Huei-
wen of the Ch’in. Finally, Sima Chen’s “Glossary” for the Shi Chi’s “Biography of Ch’in
Beginnings” records King Huei-wen’s name as “Si.” However, the jade plaques show that

in fact his name would be the similar ideogram, “Yin.”

Keywords: Ch’in, King Huei-wen, Huashang Mountain, jade plaques
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