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The Administration of the Military Households and their
Disputes over Military Service in the Chiang-hsi Guards
and Battalions during the Ming — Ch’ing Period

Chih-chia Yue

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

To secure adequate military service, the Ming government made the military
households hereditary. The administration of the military-household registrations was
therefore significant to the maintenance of the national household and duty systems. It
affected not only the continuation of military service but also the justice in dividing the
population into civilian and military households. Since the early Ming, military households
were not permitted to divide, and their members were confined to their native places or
Guards and Battalions (wei-so #ff7) . Their household registrations were maintained
individually by the local governments and the wei-so. However, when it was time to answer
the call for military service, disputes always arose had the wei-so soldiers misrepresented
their household registrations or turned up someone who was not accountable for the
military service. If the latter was a civilian, both the related military and civilian offices
would conduct the investigation. However, as long as the local officials ranked lower than
their wei-so counterparts and the prejudice persisted that valued military over civil
performance, the civil office was always disadvantaged. This situation had gradually
improved, due to the local officials’ participation in administrating the wei-so in order to
perform their new duty of troop purification (ch’ing-chiin Y52 ) since 1436. After 1537,
the direct involvement of local governments in the selection of candidates to the military
service also reversed the gravity between the civil and military officials.

Due to its grain transport functions, the Chiang-hsi wei-so lingered on into the Ch’ing
dynasty. In 1655, Director-general of Grain Transport Ts’ai Shih-ying proposed that the
quota of transportation-troops be based on the quantities of the military farmlands and
transport vessels, and the farmers pay part of the transportation cost. This gradually linked
the military farms with the transportation duties. Consequently disputes over military
service were always related to military farms and grain transport. In order to lessen their

own duties, the military households would have requested civilian farmers to defray part of
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the transportation cost, fought with civilians over farming the lands of an heirless military
household, implicated their wei-so peers who were not responsible for transport duties, or
even framed up civilian as military households. On their part to profiteer, the wei-so
officers would have tampered with the household registrations or even resorted to forgery.
In order to fulfill their transportation duties, some local officials tolerated the wei-so
officers and soldiers who implicated the innocent. In general, since the wei-so of the Ch’ing
dynasty had no military duties other than grain transportation, the requirements of military
service were rather relaxed, and civilians farming the lands of an heirless military
household were also asked to help with military service. All these, compared to the Ming

practice, largely expanded the coverage of military service.

Keywords: Ming-Ch’ing Period, Chiang-hsi, Guards and Battalions, the administration

of the military-household registrations, the disputes over military service
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