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Investigating Folk Paintings of the Taiwan Plains
Aboriginal Peoples

Cheng-sheng Tu
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

I have looked at sixteen leaves including nine varieties of Taiwan Plains aboriginal
folk paintings. Some leaves were painted by different painters of different periods, some of
which most likely imitated paintings of earlier periods. According to my study, four leaves
may have been painted by the same painter.

This essay first investigates the time-period of these nine varieties of folk paintings. Of
the nine, the time-period of five types can definitely be confirmed with a margin of error of
no more than one or two years. These are: Chu-luo hsieh-chih (Gazetteer of Chu-luo
county, 1715), Fan-she ts'ai-feng t'u (The Genre Paintings of Taiwan's Aboriginal Peoples,
1745 or 1746), Hsieh Sui's Huang-ch'ing chih-kung t'u (1752), Hsii Shu's Tai-wan fan-she
t'u (1820), and Chang Ch'i-kui's Ch'ing-jen Tai-wan feng-su t'u-ts'e (1875). The remaining
four varieties include: Huang Shu-ching Tai-wan fan-su t'u (circa 1700), Chen Pi-chen
Tung-ning Chen-shih fan-su t'u (1770's), Beijing's Palace Museum's Tai-wan nei-shan fan-
ti feng-su t'u (1780's), and the Chinese Historical Museum of Peking's Tai-wan feng-su t'u
(circa 1840's). The above four varieties have a temporal margin of error of less than twenty
years.

Among the nine varieties, the unadorned Chu-luo hsieh-chih, densely rich Fan-she
ts'ai-feng t'u, and Chen Pi-chen's work, have considerable historical value. In analyzing the
paintings it is clear that Chen Pi-chen had seen Fan-she ts'ai-feng t'u and perhaps was also
influenced by Chu-luo hsieh-chih. Both Nei-shan fan-t'i and Hsii Shu's Tai-wan fan-she t'u
may well be imitations of Chen Pi-chen's work. The painter of Tai-wan feng-su t'u collected
in the Chinese Historical Museum of Peking, in all likelihood had seen the Fan-she ts'ai-
feng t'u k'ao, but this painting style differs considerably from that variety. All these
paintings constitute great treasures of the Taiwan Plains aboriginal people.

Huang Shu-ching's Tai-wan fan-she t'u makes use of maps, whereas the many
imaginative elements of Huang-ch'ing chih-kung t'u do not necessarily conform to

historical realities; Chang Ch'i-kui's Ch'ing-jen Tai-wan feng-su t'u-ts'e focuses on
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aboriginal groups of the high mountains. From Huang's paintings we get a sense of the
distribution of Taiwan Plains aboriginal settlements during the seventeenth century, and in
looking at Chang's paintings, we see disappearing elements of the Taiwan Plains aborigines

as these occurred during the mid-nineteenth century.

Keywords: Taiwan Plain aboriginal peoples, folk paintings, aboriginal society,

Sinification
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