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An Analytical Study of the Hsiao-ching (The Classic of Filial

Piety) Section of Hsii-hsiu ssu-k'u ch'iian-shu tsung-mu t'i-yao

(Supplementary General Catalogue of Complete Collection of
Important Works in Four Categories)

Hung-sen Chen

Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Hsii-hsiu ssu-k'u ch'iian-shu tsung-mu t'i-yao is an annotated catalogue supplementing
its predecessor, Ssu-k'u ch'iian-shu tsung-mu t'i-yao, compiled during the Ch'ing-lung
period (1736-95). The new catalogue has nearly 33,000 entries, representing some works
extent before that period but not included in the previous catalogue, and many more works
found or written after that period up to the 1930s. Each entry appears in the form of an
article, presenting an abstract of the work, some biographical data about the author and
some comments. Written by specialists in respective fields but completed in haste during the
Pacific War, the articles are uneven in quality. Recently, some Chinese and Japanese
scholars have begun studying the catalogue, mostly focusing on the history of its
compilation. This paper, instead, analyzes eighteen articles in the Hsiao-ching section,

critiquing some of the points made by the writers.

Keywords: Hsi-hsiu ssu-k'u ch'iian-shu tsung-mu t'i-yao, Classic of Filial Piety, Studies

on the Classic of Filial Piety
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