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IREfth B AL - R - FAEEFBTANREESE | T ANTEEREE
BEFLAEZR (IfEHFHERL 1943:23) -

HAARE » BHF L BTN ZIHBATE - LhREGFE > BRwL AL
ANoEERF SR R ABIPRA HZ > T RS BRI
o GERBRBFTRERAR - FREY » kHBE RAKR - FLR
MERT > ZHBEERET XN SL&LF > EBREZAXNAF

C AR -

-854-



RIEIFATRES

razs BAFLAGARARBRAZIBRAL - REBZ TR ALREZ
b AAEFBZICELYE  RAAXTIRREGHARAR  AFTRZE
AR FIBALTES > LEBHBRE - RARBTBFEG > TFE
$ FIRHZER ZRHBEL - FLXEA—RBLFAF S KEFL
EHES RBEBRIR - kA AHERKF  R—AEHIHR B
BRLHAERY  ERBACHINFREZ S Nl I THEHZR
ho REA o kLM FTHRANKEMN L BETRIF—FoEE
AEEARE - kT RBAHEY  HFFR  BARAAR > TABRKERER
#o WETHRAZA

DLESE TS E SR RSE A RMORER > BT EEAE —RW -’ &
Torrance 2 EFFTHIIBE » LURAAT (BEESWILA) WAREE=TFNA
ErEE (BE - —ZEA - M) 5K ERERIRETOMIER REE - #EARMA
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Women's Dress of the Ch'iang: a Case of
Fashioning Ethnic Identity

Ming-ke Wang
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Woman villagers of the Ch'iang nationality today wear very colorful and distinctive
"national dress". During the first half of the Twentieth century, however, their dress had
been plain and basically in white and gray color, as shown by field researchers' reports and
photographs. Because it was so devoid of distinctive character, one scholar in those days
suggested that it would be difficult to distinguish the Ch'iang from the Han in the
mountainous area of western Sichuan on the basis of their dress. This article explains the
formation of the national dress of the Ch'iang as the reflection of the development, from the
early Twentieth century to the present day, of ethnic nationalism both among the Han and
among the people who are being labeled as the Ch'iang. The dress of minority women
partially displays a characteristic national culture that self-consciously confirms and
strengthens various identities and distinctions such as those of Chung-hua min-tsu versus
foreigners, the Han versus non-Han minorities, men versus women, and town-dwellers
versus villagers. These distinctions have been created or modified by a movement of
explicitly defining minority nationalities and their ethnic characteristics.

There are two mutually contradictory elements in ethnic nationalism: tradition (or
unification) and modernization (or progress). In the process of nationality-building in
China, "tradition" is stressed on the one hand as it represents historical continuity and ethnic
unity, but is avoided on the other hand because it contains the potential of conserving the
backwardness of the past. It is therefore by dint of their mostly inferior and peripheral social
position that the woman villagers of the Ch'iang have become the only ones wearing the
"national" dress. In doing so, they are strategically placed as "performers" of the newly-

defined minority identity.

Keywords: nationalism, minority nationality, the Ch'iang, women, national dress.
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