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Fu Ssu-nien and Hu Shih’s Roles in
the Shipment of Chii-yen Wooden
Strips to the United States

and their Return to Taiwan

Hsing I-tien

This paper is based on the Fu Ssu-nien archives, on archives held at the
Institute of History and Philology, and on certain materials provided by contem-
poraries. It discusses how Chii-yen wooden strips discovered in the 1930s were
sent from Hong Kong to the United States, and later to Taiwan. These
materials clearly demonstrate that at the time, the Chii-yen wooden strips were
shipped from Peking to Hong Kong, and then from Hong Kong to the United
States, in order to save them from the ravages of war and to preserve them. On
August 4, 1940, the Chii-yen wooden strips were sent from Hong Kong to the
United States by Fu Ssu-nien, with Hu Shih taking responsibility for their safety
in the United States. A receipt given to Hu Shih by the Library of Congress
clearly indicates that the Chii-yen wooden strips were stored in the United
States, and refutes the popularly held belief that they were given to the United
States as collateral. Based on the testimony of and materials provided by an
individual who supervised the transportation of the Chii-yen wooden strips to
Taiwan, this article also relates how these wooden strips were stored in the
United States and transported to the Institute of History and Philology in

Nankang, Taiwan in 1965. This year being the hundredth anniversary of Fu
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Ssu-nien’s birth, this article has been specially written to commemorate his

contribution to the preservation of cultural artifacts.
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THE LIBRARY OF COHGRESS
WASHLNGTOR
October 26, 1940
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGES WITH
j/j APPRECIATION THE RECEIPT FROM YOU OF
IQ} fourbeen sealed suitcases conbaining inscrided
[g wooden slips written about ths firat century
B A, D. The fourtesn puitoases have on them the
\i‘{] following numbered seals: (1) 5593, (2) 5722,
A {3) 5042, {4) 5108, (5) 5907, (6) 5882, (7) 6303,
5 ! {8) 6705, (9) 5688, (10) 6507, (1R) 5207, (12)
& 6179, (13) 6711, (14) 5178,
1y
L4
f4&
! Py
‘\ 7
o
1 -
\ ,// L 0 BE HELD AS A DRPOSIT, UNDER THESK CONDITIONS:
3< ! -
y Temporary deposlt; subject to withdrawal by you
5 at any time, either as a whole or in part. The
P guitcases are plaged in ths Rare Book Room and
ie ﬂt are not to be taken fwom there.
P
ﬁ | ARCHIBALD M ACLE1SH
:é | librarian of Congress
/ﬁ FOR THE LIBRARIAN
} Aating CHIEF, DIVISION OF
i3 ACCESSIORS
: 9y 18Dr, Hu Shih, Ambagsador of China, )
i '1'%\ "Twin Oakg" . _,"
i o| 9225 Woodley Road, ' A
Wlaghington, D, C, ; H 2 t,
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Dr., Luther Lvana, oo
Librarian of Congresa~- .
Washington, D, C; = .

Dear Drx, kvans:

I am airected to} informvyou that, il
a communication from the’ Goverment s 'tbé, )
sskdng him to express tc. your ;Libra.ry'ita Id’éopfp
the safekeeping of the fourteen cases:of. Chu-'yem b
wooden slips with “hineee writings. The’ arrangement
15t t

g b Dr. Hu Sbih Iomr Ambussador to the Unit

B

~In \dew of the ‘present si’cmtiori on' ‘Lh
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Deax Mr Tsuiz

'1 acknowledye, Ge pt, ot y;mr Tett, o of Janugmr}‘?} SEB]
- concerningthe fourtephxca.zesrot Chiriesd, -}Lqu&ll\dopJ tead"
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Yshall com:inuo ko eto'

Mr, T, L, Tsul
Counselor of Emba.ny
~ Chineae Embassy
Washington 8, D,C,
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