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On the Nature of Syllabic Final -? in Southern
Min Dialects

(Abstract)

Paul Jen-kuei Li

Based on phonetic distribution, connected speech, rhyming, and syl-
lable structure, it is concluded in this paper that the syllable final -?
in Southern Min dialects is a tone feature rather than a true consonant.
The same interpretation seems to hold true for other Chinese dialects
such as the Wu, Fujou and Namnchang dialects. It is suggested that we
make further studies and look into the nature of -? in all other Chinese

dialects and Sino-Tibetan languages.
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