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On the Nature of the Rimes Cken 3% and Ckik 1 and Its Implication for
. Reconstruction of Characters in the Second and Fourth Divisions of the
Rime Tables
Abstract
Lung Yu-chun

Chen 5% and Chen &, Chik ¥ and Chik 5 when added together, each
pair forms a complete third division rime, but the Chieh-viin ¥)2 separates
each pair into two rimes. The rime tables place Chen %% and Chih . in
the second division, so the separation of Chen ¥ and Chen &, Chik # and
Chih B would seem to be the difference between second division rimes
and third division rimes. However, Chen ¥ and Chih ¥ only have ck’ih-
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yin (#§%: supradental sibilants). This is unparalleled by any other second
division rime. In my article, “On the Readings of the Two Groups of
Upper Fan-ch’ieh Characters (RYJ_EF) of the Ancient Chinese Initials
Chao, Cluan, Chuang and Shen (JBZEHAZ),” 1 determined that Chen %
and Chih # represent the characters of the Chuang it series of initials
of the Chen 1B and Chih & rimes. Because the Chuang i and Chang =
series of initials in third division rimes have different medials, i.e., -e-
and -j-, the Chieh-yiin has a basis for separating Chen % and Chen I,
Chih # and Chih B. Thus the contradiction stated above is eliminated.

In this paper I wish to further point out that in the entire Ching-
tien shih-wen REILEE=r, all characters belonging to the two rimes Chen %%
and Chih # use characters belonging to the Chen B and Chik & rimes
respectively as their lower fan-ch’ieh characters (R¥J ). Moreover,
independent second division rimes do not use characters belonging to
third division rimes of the same rime chart # as their lower fan-ch'ieh
characters, but second division Keng B¢ rime characters use third division
Keng BF rime characters for lower fan-ch’ich characters; in both of these
respects the Ching-tien shih-wen agrees with the Chieh-yiin. Thus we
can see that Chen %% and Chih i are really a portion of Chen B and Chih
B respectively, and the only difference that we can ascribe to their
finals is that of medial. We cannot say that Chen % and Chik i lack a
medial, because otherwise the Chuang #: series of characters of the Yang
P and You A rimes ought to appear under the 7 ang FE and Hou
rimes. Thus the difference between Chen %% and Chen &, Chih ¥ and Chih
B can only be ascribed to a difference in medial; the medial of Chen
## and Chih ¥ is here reconstructed as -e-.

As the factor of whether Chen % and Chikh i are independent rimes
or not does not affect a determination of their phonetic value, we can
conclude that all characters placed in the second division of the rime
tables have a medial -e-. From this it is not hard to deduce that all
characters placed in the fourth division of the rime tables have the
medial -i-.
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