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A Note on Five Art Catalogues by Nineteenth-century
Kwangtung Collectors

Before the nineteenth century, most Chinese antique collectors centred
around the region of the Yellow and Yangtze rivers. Starting from the middle
of the nineteenth century, certain Cantonese scholars serving in the North, as
well as Cantonese merchants in the salt business, began to show an interest in
antique objects. As a result, five art collections of considerable size were built
up in Kwangtung, the southernmost part of China. Moreover these five collectors
had all compiled catalogues for their collections.

From the Sung dynasty onward, two editing principles became commonly
used in the compilation of Chinese art catalogues. One was to divide the record
of calligraphy from that of painting, so that they formed two independent
sections. The other was to combine the records of calligraphy and painting into
one chronicle. These two principles had been in use ever since the Sung dynasty.
However, during the Ch’ing dynasty, the number of catalogues that were
compiled in accordance with the combination principle far exceeded those that
followed the separate section principle. The ratio between them was approximately
1:4.5.

Among the art catalogues of the nineteenth century Cantonese collectors,
only Yeh Meng-lung’s 3EEEEE (1775-1832) Feng-man-low-shu-hua-lu A FHiBEsE
§% (4 vols. completed around 1840) was compiled in accordance with the separate
section principle. The other four catalogues, namely Wu Yung-kuang’s B
(1773-1843) Hsiss-clou-hisico-hsiz-chi (5 vols. completed in 1841) =EH-$8E I »
P’an Cheng-wei’s §&1F 1 (1791-1850) T ing-feng-lou-shu-hua-chi FeER A (5
vols. completed in 1843) and fs¥-chi #fiit (2 vols. completed in 1849), Liang
T’ing-Jan’s ZEHE (1796-1861) T cng-hua-ting-shu-hua-paj SEE=EER (4 vols.
completed in 1855), and Kung Kuang-tao’sFLEEH (1832-?) Yiieh hstich-lou-
shu-hua-li BEMEFE (5 vols. completed in 1861), all abided by the
combination principle. In the matter of editing principle, among the five
Cantonese art catalogues, the ratio between the one that followed the separate
section principle and those that conformed with the combination principle is
1:4, which is quite close to the 1:4.5 ratio between catalogues that followed
either of these two principles through out the Ch’ing dynasty.

As to the editing methods used in Chinese art catatogues, there appeared
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three main characteristics before the Wan-li MiJ& era ( 1573-1619) of the Ming
dynasty, namely (1) brief description of subject matter in the painted proper;
(2) only the names of those who had inscribed colophons on or outside the
painted proper were recorded; (3) only the names of those who had stamped
their seals on or outside the painted proper were recorded. It was Chu Ts’un-li
47738 who first recorded in his Tieh-wang-shan-hw R8I (first published
in 1597, reprinted in 1610) the whole text of every colophon. However, Wang
Ko-yii {ERTE was the first one to record the format (hanging scroll, album,
handscroll) and texture of each painting, something which Chu Tsun-li had
overlooked. Pien Yung-yii k¥ of early Ch’ing further started to record the
size of paintings, as well as the text and shape of all the seals that appeared
on them. Being the first to grasp these five essential elements in art catalogue
(i.e. inscription, text and shape of seal, texture and size of painting), Pien’s
influence was far-reaching. Even the art catalogue of the Ch’ing imperial
collection followed his methods. Among the art catalogues that were privately
compiled, the editing methods used in Sun Ch’éng-tsé’s REKIE Keng-lzu-hsiao-
hsia-chi RTS8 0 (completed in 1659) and Kao Shih-ch’i’s B2 Chiang-
1 um-hsico-hsic-lu THESES: (completed in 1693) were the closest to those
employed in Pien Yung-yii’s Shih-ku-tang-shu-hua-lug-Feo A5 EEFERS
(completed in 1682).

Although a small number of art catalogues did not follow the five-essential-
elements editing method initiated by Pien Yung-yi, the five Kwangtung collectors’
catalogues, however, completely abided by Pien’s way. Nevertheless these five
collectors held Sun and Kao’s catalogues in high esteem. Moreover, Wu
Yung-kuang in the introductory remarks of his catalogue stated explicitly
that his book was compiled by taking Kao Shih-ch’i’s as his model. It is rather

surprising that though the editing method used in these five collectors’ catalogues
was first introduced by Pien Yung-yii, yet it did seem that these Kwangtung art
collectors had no knowledge of Pien’s work.

Unfortunately the five Cantonese collectors all committed certain errors in
their catalogues. These errors can generally be categorized as:

(1) Improper editing method. For example, there are two works by Ni
Tsan #1% (1301-1374) and three works by Wang Fu F#k (1362-1416) recorded
in the Hsist-clow-hsico-hsic-chi. However following the introduction of Ni Tsan’s

first painting, Wu Yung-kuang recorded six paintings by other painters, and
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then continued with Ni's second painting. Similarly, he inserted the introduction
of eight pieces of work by other artists between the texts recording Wang Fu’s
first two paintings and the third one. Yet in his introduction of Ch’ien Hsiian
$85% and Chao Meéng-fu #FJE, their four paintings were all grouped together,
without being interrupted by the record of works of other painters. From this
it can be seen that Wu Yung-kuang was inconsistent in the matter of editing
methods. His way of separating the record of works by Ni Tsan and Wang Fu
is most confusing to the reader.

(2) Carelessness in proof-reading. It is well known that Wu Sheng R F}-
was the author of the famous art catalogue Ta-kuan-le 4%, which was
completed in early Ch’ing. Wu Yung-kuang once mentioned Wu Sheng in his
catalogue Hsizn-ch'ou-hsiao-hsia-chi by the latter’s literary name Tzii-min T-fg.
Since he knew Wu Sheng’s literary name, evidently he must have known Wu’s
personal name. However in another passage in the same catalogue he recorded
Wu Sheng as Wang Sheng F7}. And in the same way, he mistook “wu-ya B
JE ” for “wu-ya BEFE”. In the case of Teng-hua-t'ing-shu-hua-pa, Liang Ting-
jan correctly recorded the literary name of Ch’ien Hsiian as Shun-chii in the
text, but in the list of contents, it was found that “Shun-chii Z%#2” had been
misprinted as “Hsin-chii {552 for three times.

(3) Chronological discrepancy. In Hsige-clou-hsiao-hsia-chi, there is an
inscription written by Wu Yung-kuang himself for the T2i-l-fu BZLlE. The
date recorded at the end of this inscription is chig-shu FFEZ. Yet no such year
could be found in the Tao-kuang era i8Y5. The stems and branches closest to
chia-shu are chia-wu W4, mit-shu [REX, and chia-chén . However the year
chiz'ch’én (1844) could be ignored, since by that time Wu Yung-kuang had
already passed away. As to the other two dates, Wu was sixty-two years of
age in the year ckiz-ww (1834) and sixty-eight by miu-shu (1838). It was then
the beginning of the last decade before his death. By then he must have shown
certain degrees of old age, and could no longer recall the correct date that he
himself had lived through. ‘
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