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The sudden appearance of highclass metal work in Peru and at
the same time of very specific art motifs found in China at
precisely the same date i.e. ca.8th century B.C.¢%®
Chinese influence of the Late Chou period is conspicuous in
Mesoamerica. It may have begun around the 7th century B. C.
—85% » MELSHHEA Y] o Fraser KIRE :
Numerous ceramics of Han date have come to light in Borneo
where they appear to have played a part in the developing
commodity-trade...... These trade-wares show that the transfer
of the motifs from China to Borneo could easily have taken place
in Han times or perhaps even earlier.
The art of the Chii state is crucial because it shows how little
we know of perishable Chinese art forms and of early ‘non-class-
ical’ Chinese art in general. Moreover while Ch’ang-sha art can
hardly be the direct source of our Pacific Basin motifs, its resem-
blances to the overseas examples indicates that the complex is
probably of late Chou date.°®
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