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Tonal Relationship between the Two Consfituents of the

Dissyllabic Coordinate Constructions in Mandarin
By Pang-usiv TiNG

The term coordinate construction has been used here in the sense of coordi—
nate phrases and coordinate compounds, since in the present paper which deals
with the order of the two constituents ‘of the coordination, these phrases and
compounds do not play different roles. According to the. explanations of most
Chinese grammarians, the two constituents of a coordinate phrase have been
connected in an idiomatic order which is grammatically reversible, but usually
not reversed, while the two constituents of the coordinate compound definitely
can not be reversed. We assume that the reversible or and the irreversible
order might both be constructed on’ the basis of a morphological pattern for
connecting two forms with different tones.

From the statistical point of view, by observing 3056 coordinate constructions
in Mandarin, we may set up two rules descriptively and historically, i.e., in the
construction, descriptively speaking, if there is a yin-p’ing form, it usually occurs
in the first position, if there is a ch’(-sheng form, it usually occurs in the second,
if there is neither yin-p’ing nor ch’i-sheng form, the yang-p’ing form occurs
first; historically speaking, the p’ing-sheng form has been put in first. position,
and the ju-sheng form has been put in the second, if there is neither p’ing-
sheng nor ju-sheng form, then the shang-sheng form occurs first.

These two rules have 14% and 10% exceptions respectively. we considered
these exceptions as natural phenomena rather than as actual exceptional cases
for the following reason;

Besides these coordinate constructions, there are, in Mandarin, a great many
other dissyllabic constructions which have been arranged in a fixed order in
terms of grammatical function and meaning of the constituents. They differ
from the coordinate constructions in that the speaker are not free to arrange
them in a different order. These might occasionally influence the native speaker
to create some irregular coordinations. ‘

It would be better if we merely suggest a tendency instead of a definite
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rule. If such tendency exists, then we may proceed to the next step, i.e., to
determine whether qr not we find this tendency in Archaic Chinese; and whether

or not we can use this method to resolve the dispute concerning the tones of

Archaic Chinese.
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