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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

" Three Examples of the Dialectal Nature of Abnormal Pronunciations

Y. R. Chao

Apart from temporary ¢slips of the tongue,” thére are cases of systematic
abnormal pronunciation of - ianguage which have all the appearances of real
dialects. These are found in the undeveloped speech of children and in adults
- with speech defects. Three exainples are analyzed in the present paper. The first
two examples are those of children of 4 and 2} whose language environment was
the Peiping dialect. In the first example, 1 — i; tg series, — ts sries; on, oy
both — a; iemy yen — ig, ye; -an —» -=; in, iy bo-th —ei; -an — -a; ug b'éing
the only final which retains its nasal ending. In the second example, p¢ — p;
t¢ —t;f — p; k% x both —» kx; n(+ high front vowel) — n; t (+ high front
vowel), tg, tg, ts all — t£; t¢ (+ high front vowel), t¢} &, t§', §, ts' s all — t£4
7 — i; 1, Tboth — i; medial u dropped; retroflex vowels — -i diphthangs; the
irregular tone of ‘’, which is normally rising before falling and falling before
all other tones, — all falling, by analogy. Two years aflerwards, t, t, 1 — {, {
£ before high froﬁt vowels (i — 4 — £); ts, ts", § — t6, te‘,'e. The third
example, age 13, is that‘ of defective speech of the Charngjou dialect. t¢ and ts
series — tsj series; 1, i, 1 all — g; -8, -ay both — a; -5. — 90; o, iy, &1
all — ei, In view of the fact 1;ha‘.c the substitution of a for % in the last men-
tioned dialect is extremely common among children and in defective speech, and
that the corresponding Value‘of % in three neighboring dialects is actually a, the
question is raised as to the part sucl.lbabnorm_al pronunciation might play in sound

change,
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